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Love Your Enemies

(The following story compares
well with a more famous one in the
book, The Christ of the Korean
Heart. That one tells the wartime
experiences of one Chin Song Koo.)

Bro. Chin Song Koo was an elder
in the Sang Wul ri Church of Christ
when, in 1950, the Communists
came to his part of extreme south-
ern Korea.

One morning as Bro. Chin was
going toward his fields of ripened
rice he suddenly found himself sur-
rounded by several of his fellow
villagers. Their leader spoke: “Don’t
hold your nose so high. The world
is quite changed now and it is
time for you Christians, Yankee's
dogs, to vanish away.” Bro. Chin
saw that he faced only cold, stern,
unsympathetic eyes. It was obvious
that his attackers were seeking the
applause of their leaders, the Com-
munist army which was then just
over a small hill from his village.

That night Bro. Chin was con-
fined in a small room, waiting for
the “peoples’ judgment” the next
day. No doubt that his fate was
already decided before he was
caught. He was very frightened and
he thought that his days on earth
were finished. He prayed that he
might be prepared for the end. The
peace of the Lord came to him and
his nerves were settled.

Next morning Mr. Chin found
himself in a cave on a mountain-
side, not knowing how he had come
there. As he sat pondering his situ-
ation his past life came before him.
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He recalled especially a dream
which he had soon after he was
married. He had seen a tree with
two branches, one with five fruits on
it, and the other with three fruits.
Then he saw the three fruits fall to
the ground.

Finally Bro. Chin crawled down
the mountain and was taken in by
a woodchopper who, with his wife,
took care of him for several days,
until the Communists had been
forced back north and Bro. Chin’s
village was again set free. With
much anxiety for his family he
hastened home to find that his three
sons had been beaten to death by
his Communist neighbors, and that
those men had been captured. Then
friends gave Mr. Chin a gun that
he might take his revenge against
those men.

Tears flowed down his face as our
brother considered his situation. He
has lost his three children and his
heart seemed to be full of sorrow
and hatred. Then it came to him
that these feelings were strange to
him as a Christian. Before him were
three graves and the murderers of
his children. What should he do?

Out of the village and around the
hill went three men followed by a
fourth with a gun. A little later
three shots were heard, and every-
one thought that vengeance had
been taken.

But, being a Christian, Bro. Chin
had released the three men and six
months later they returned to their
home. During the spring of 1951
three men were seen silently to
place wreaths on three little

nrwn —

mounds on the hillside not far from
Bro. Chin’s home.

This spring (1957) Bro. Chin and
his wife are expecting their fifth
post-war child. Bro. Chin believes
that at least some dreams come
true! (This brother is a member of
the Board of Trustees of our sem-
inary here in Seoul.)

Relief Packages

The Used Clothes Dept. in the
third floor attic, is the emptiest it
has been since we came. During
Oct. and Nov. we systematically
gave out to the orphanages, semin-
ary students, pastors and churches.
A few packages are coming now,
and we trust that there will be
enough for the spring distribution
in April. Please remember that the
address on these packages should
include “KOREAN CHRISTIAN
MISSION,” or without this, there
will be tax charges. With the pass-
ing of the time of emergency relief
for Korea we need now to empha-
size help for the orphans, seminary
students and preachers. And for the
latter we believe that clothes should
be our chief help, except in case
of emergencies, as illnesses.

“The Lord gives me to drink of
His love as out of a river. I laid me
down but could not sleep, through
a deep and ccmfortable sense of
the love of Christ. His Spirit rested
on me, and made my heart flame
with love to my God, my all. . . The
fire of divine love burned incessant-
ly in my soul”..—-Thomas Walsh.
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