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Review: History of
Christianity

e 15t Century:
* Jesus’ prayer for unity
* Struggle for unity in early church

e 27— 3rd Century
* Emergence of the Church
* Heresies
* Bishops / Patriarchs

» 4% Century
* Legalization and Canon

e 5th—15% Century
e Growth and the Great Schism
e Rise of the Roman Catholic Church

e 16th - 18t Century
* Reformation
* Printing Press



Cycles of Religion in
America

Original settlers

The Great Awakening (1720 - 1750)
* Jonathan Edwards: Congregationalist.
* ‘Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God’
* George Whitefield: Methodist
Deism, 10%, Calvinism, the mourner’s bench,
independence from Europe, schisms
The Second Great Awakening (1790 — 1840)

* Restoration Movement — Barton Stone,
Campbells

* Personal piety and work ethic

 Social causes: slavery, prison reform, women’s
suffrage, temperance




1806

* Colonial Big Three (1700s): Congregational (Puritan) / Presbyterian / Episcopal

* Frontier Big Three (1800s): Baptist / Methodist / Restoration Movement

Anglican
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[___] British Possessions
Spanish Possessions

1791 Vermont admitted as a Free State

1792 Kentucky admitted as a Slave State
1796 Tennessee admitted as a Slave State

1800 Indiana Territory organized
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Early ‘Christian
Church’

movements

James O’Kelley — Carolinas, Virginia, Georgia.
* Republican Methodist Church (1792)
* First ‘Christian Church’ — 10,000 members

Abner Jones and Elias Smith, Baptists, New
England

Rice Haggard — Biblical names:
* Disciples of Christ: Matthew 28:19, Acts

6:1

e Christian: Acts 11:26, Acts 26:28, | Peter
4:16

*  Church of Christ, Romans 16:16; also
Church of God
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Barton W Stone

(1772 — 1844), primarily in Kentucky

Struggled with conversion process as a young man — looking for a sign

Ordination as a Presbyterian minister, 1798

» Struggled to reconcile church doctrine (Westminster Confession)
and Bible: i.e.: total depravity/original sin, predestination, trinity

Preaching on the frontier (including Knoxuville)

Cane Ridge Revival (near Lexington KY)
* 1801 (29 years old)

* Significant impact: about 20,000 people, Unusual manifestations,
Unity, Morality

* Criticisms: Manifestations, Lay Preachers, violate Westminster




Cane Ridge Revival (1801)




Cane Ridge Revival
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- Harvey C. Bream Jr.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8pqq5QWnNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8pqq5QWnNI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8pqq5QWnNI

Ridge ?ewval
O] 2] =9
L:E] A (Daniel NOI‘I’IS)‘”& Kba:

ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2brK2AfXHeQ



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2brK2AfXHeQ

Springfield
Presbytery

1804: The Last and Will and Testament...




Last Will and Testament of the Springfield
Presbytery (1804, excerpts)

* Imprimis. We will, that this body die, be dissolved, and sink into union with the Body of Christ at large;
for there is but one body, and one Spirit, even as we are called in one hope of our calling.

* Jtem. We will that our name of distinction, with its Reverend title, be forgotten, that there be but one
Lord over God's heritage, and his name one.

* Jtem. We will, that our power of making laws for the government of the church, and executing them by
delegated authority, forever cease; that the people may have free course to the Bible, and adopt the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

* Jtem. We will, that the church of Christ resume her native right of internal government,--try her
candidates for the ministry, as to their soundness in the faith, acquaintance with experimental religion,
gravity and aptness to teach; and admit no other proof of their authority but Christ speaking in them.

* Jtem. We will, that the people henceforth take the Bible as the only sure guide to heaven; and as many
as are offended with other books, which stand in competition with it, may cast them into the fire if
they choose; for it is better to enter into life having one book, than having many to be cast into hell.



AXEE FEH Y FUEA
THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY
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For where 8 festament fs, there must of necessity be the death of the fesiator:
for a testament is of force after men are deadl ofherwise it is of no strongth af all
wihile the festator fiveth Thou fool that which thou sowest is nof quickened oveept
it die, Verdlv, wverily, T sav unfo yvou, excepd a corn of wheat fall imto the ground
and die it abideth alome; but If i die, § bringeth forch much fruit. Whose voice
than shook the earth: bt mow fe hath promised saving ved once more [ shake ot
the earth only, bid also fbeaven And this word yei omce more signifies  the
removing of those things that are shaken as of things thai are made that ihose
ihings which can motf be shaken mav remain —Scripture
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THE PRESBYTERY OF SPRINGFIELD sitting at Cane-ridge, in the county of
Bourbon, being, through a gracious Providence, in more than ordinary bodily
health, growing in strength and size dailv: and in perfect soundness and
composure of mind: but knowing that it is appointed for all delegated bodies
once to die: and considering that the life of every such body is verv uncertain,
do make and ordain this our last Will and Testament, in manner and form
following, viz,

Axgdc Fege #H(Bourbon) FHEE(County) AYE)ae] 2o, shids] 28z
dEl2 golgdel Pidch vlF Adetn deA Wl Adietn slm A EE 29E
AT AR A 2l dEE skEd RE SAlEe] i FES PaRUaE
@47, £ 1 A& RE dAE] A9l ol FEhlsictn Qs e 32 g4a 3
Aoz 284 of FAME sty HAeke wlelct,

Imprimis, We will that this bodv die, be dissolved, and sink into union with
the Body of Christ at large: for there is but one bodv, and one Spirit, even as
we are called in one hope of our calling,
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ftem, We will that our name of distinction, with its Reverend title, be
forgotten, that there be but one Lord over God's heritage, and his name one,
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ftem, We will that our power of making laws for the government of the
church, and executing them by delegated authority, forever cease: that the
people may have free course to the Bible, and adopt fhe faw of the Spirit of
fife in Christ Jesus,
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ftem, We will that candidates for the Gospel ministry henceforth study the
Holy Seriptures with fervent prayer, and obtain license from God to preach the
simple Gospel, with the Holv Ghost sent down from heaven, without any
mixture of philosophy, vain deceit, traditions of men, or the rudiments of the
world, And let none henceforth fake fhis homor fo himself, but he that is
called of God, as was Aaron,
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ftem, We will that the church of Christ resume her native right of internal
government,—tryv her candidates for the ministry, as to their soundness in the
faith, acquaintance with experimental religion, gravity and apiness to teach: and
admit no other proof of their authority but Christ speaking in them., We will
that the church of Christ look up to the Lord of the harvest to send forth
laborers into his harvest: and that she resume her primitive right of tryving
those whe say they are aposties, and are not.
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ftem, We wili, that each particular church. as a body, actuated by the same
spirit, choose her own preacher, and support him by a free-will offering,
without a written calf or swhscriptionr—admit members—remove offenses: and
never henceforth delegafe her right of government to any man or set of men
whatever,
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fiem, We will, that the people henceforth take the Bible as the only sure
guide to heaven: and as many as are offended with other books, which stand in
competition with it, mav cast them into the fire if they choose: for it is better
to enter into life having one book, than having manv to be cast into hell,
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frem, We will that preachers and people cultivate a spirit of muotual
forbearance: pray more and dispute less: and while they behold the signs of
the times, look up, and confidently expeet that redemption draweth nigh,
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frem, We will that our weak brethren. who may have been wishing to make
the Preshytery of Springfield their king, and wot not what is now become of it,
betake themselves to the Rock of Ages. and follow Jesus for the future
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ftem, We will, the Synod of Kentucky examine every member who may be

suspected of having departed from the Confession of Faith, and suspend every
such suspected heretic immediately, in order that the oppressed may go free,
and taste the sweets of Gospel liberty,
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frem, We will that Ja----- , the author of two letters latelv published in
Lexington, be encouraged in his zeal to destrov pardvism We will, moreover,
that our past conduct be examined into by all who mav have correct
information: but let foreigners beware of speaking evil of things which they
know not,
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ftem, Finally we will, that all our sister bodies read their Bibles carefully,
that they mayv see their fate there determined, and prepare for death before it
is too late,
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Springfield Presbyviery,
June 28th, 1804 (L, 5)

Robert Marshall,
John Dunlavy,
Richard M'Nemar,
B. W, Stone,
John Thompson,

David Purviance, Witnesses,
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We, the above named witnesses of the Last Will and Testament of the
Springfield Preshviery, knowing that there will be many conjectures respecting
the causes which have occasioned the dissolution of that body, think proper to
testify, that from its first existence it was knit together in love, lived in peace
and concord, and died a voluntary and happy death,
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Their reasons for dissolving that body were the following: With deep concern
they viewed the divisions. and party spirit among professing Christians,
principally owing to the adoption of human creeds and forms of government,
While thev were united under the name of a Presbviery, they endeavored to
cultivate a spirit of love and unity with all Christians: but found it extremely
difficult to suppress the idea that they themselves were a party separate from
others, This difficulty increased in proportion to their success in the ministry,
Jealousies were excited in the minds of other denominations: and a temptation
was laid before those who were connected with the various parties, to view
them in the same light, At their last meeting they undertook to prepare for the
press a piece entitled Observations on Church Government, in which the world
will see the beauntiful simplicity of Christian church government, stript of
human inventions and lordly traditions, As they proceeded in the investigation
of that subject, they soon found that there was neither precept nor example in
the New Testament for such confederacies as modern Church  Sessions,
Preshyteries, Synods, General Assemblies, ete. Hence they concluded, that while
they continued in the connection in which they then stood, they were off the

foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, of which Christ himself is the chief
corner stone, However just, therefore, their views of church government might
have been, they would have gone out under the name and sanction of a
self-constituted body, Therefore, from a principle of love to Christians of every
name, the precious cause of Jesus, and dving sinners who are kept from the
Lord by the existence of sects and parties in the church, thev have cheerfully
consented to retire from the din and fury of conflicting parties—sink out of
the view of fleshly minds, and die the death, Thev believe their death will he
great gain to the world, But thouwgh dead, as above, and stript of their mortal
frame, which only served to keep them too near the confines of Egyptian
hondage, they wvet live and speak in the land of gospel liberty: they blow the
trumpet of jubilee, and willingly devote themselves to the help of the Lord
against the mighty, They will aid the brethren, by their counsel, when required:
assist in ordaining elders, or pastors—seek the divine hlessing—unite with all
Christians—commune together, and strengihen each others' hands in the work
of the Lord.
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We design, by the grace of God to continue in the exercise of those
functions, which belong to us as ministers of the gospel, confidently trusting in
the Lord, that he will be with us, We candidly acknowledge, that in some
things we mav err, through human infirmitv: but he will correct our
wanderings, and preserve his church, Let all Christians join with us, in crving
to God day and night, to remove the ohstacles which stand in the wav of his
work, and give him no rest till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth, We
heartily unite with our Christian brethren of every name, in thanksgiving to
God for the display of his goodness in the glorious work he is carrying on in
our Western country, which we hope will terminate in the universal spread of
the gospel, and the unitv of the church,
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e Doctrinal highlights

* The Bible is the sole authorit
Barton W Stone y

for the church

Christ died for all sinners, not
just a selected few.

* Believer’s immersion for the
remission of sins
THE CHRISTIAN RIESSENGIR,

e BY LARTON I¥. STONE, Communion With a” fO“OWGrS
gy i o " of Christ; the church neither
To illastrate lengthily the lmporta.nce-r of the

contemplated in this work, would be unnecessary.

, invites nor debars
¢his the public will ]udve, to- whom the work is no“‘
presented.

It is univers diy acknowledged, by lhe various sects

]n imitive Christianity.
ause of t! is decld,m»:m,

"o

* The Christian Messenger, 1826 —
1844, a 24-page monthly paper

* Union with the Campbell
movement in 1832

e more about this next week
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* Moved to lllinois in 1834 — poor
health — died in 1844
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articulated description of Stone’s theology ever produced. ‘
Williams provides a coherent overview of Stone’s beliefs, ALFR
placing these sometimes puzzling theological ideas into a
context that makes sense. While highlighting Stone’s deep
spirituality with his focus on Christian union and practical
Christianity, the author shows Stone’s humanity in his frustra-
tion with the churches for their apathy toward emancipation
and Christian unity.

Douglas A. Foster, Abilene Christian University

illiams gives us the first critical analysis of Barton

Stone’s contribution to the Stone-Campbell movement.
We find that Stone took his theological reasoning very seriously.
More important is the way Williams demonstrates how Stone
combined consistent reasoning with a thorough understanding
of the importance of the experience of God. Through the lens of
Stone’s struggle with the meaning of salvation, Williams offers
a story about the spirituality of early Disciples. Through this
spiritual biography of Stone, we are reminded anew that Christ
changed how human beings relate to God, not how God relates
to human beings.

ewell Williams has given us the most thorough and clearly *

U0]S U0JIPY

Mark G. Toulouse, Brite Divinity School

his updated biography of Barton Stone (the first in more

than forty years) displays the full breadth and depth of
the “faith seeking understanding” that animated this early
nineteenth-century reformer. Stone emerges here as a complex
personality on a lifelong quest to discern and articulate the
meaning of the Christian gospel amid the social, cultural, and
theological turmoil of his times. Of special interest to ministers
and laity will be Stone’s conviction that faithfulness unites
spiritual vitality, intellectual integrity, and moral commitment.

James O. Duke, Brite Divinity School

*

D. Newell Williams is William G. Irwin Professor of Church

History at Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis,
Indiana. He is the author of more than thirty articles and books

on the Stone-Campbell movement and is the editor of the A Sp iﬂ t u al B i O g r ap hy

journal, Discipliana.
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