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Abstract

Yotsuya Mission and Church for Koreans in Tokyo:
Formation of Mikawashima Korean Church of Christ
(1901-1960s)

Paek, Chong-ku
(Seoul Christian University)

This study aims to reconstruct the history of the Mikawashima(=775&)
Korean Church of Christ (below Mikawashima church), which is the first
church supported and planted by the Yotsuya(P94) Mission in Tokyo, Japan.
It focused on the creation and development, the ecclesiastic characteristics as
well as the cooperation and fellowship with other denominational Korean
churches in Tokyo for evangelical cause of the Mikawashima church.

The Mikawashima church was created by a Korean lay Christian from
the church of Yotsuya Mission (the Fifth Church) associated with the
Christian Churches/Churches of Christ in the United States of America
(below Church of Christ). It was managed and developed by Korean pastors
affiliated with certain Korean denominational churches. In the early 1940s,
it was united into 'United Church of Christ in Japan' (UCCJ, BANEE#K
). After World War 11, it withdrew from the UCCJ and was reconstructed
into the church before the War under the support of the Yotsuya Mission.
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By the early 1960s this church became independent from Yotsuya Mission
and was registered by the government as a Religious Cooperation and
secured the status of a local church.

The Mikawashima church was one of the growing Korean churches in
Tokyo; within three years after its foundation this church had developed
into the church with more than 100 Christian members. This church owned
the dual ecclesiastic characteristics of the Korean church and the Church of
Christ in the USA during the period concerned. This church, which had
been governed mostly by Korean pastors/evangelists or pro-Korean Japanese
pastor (like Oda Naraji, fF4#7KX), inherited the tradition of 'Evangelistic
Meeting' or 'Early Moming Prayer Meeting' from Korean churches. On the
other hand, while it maintained the financial and human relationship with
by the Yotsuya Mission yet, it inherited the autonomy of one local church
from the Church of Christ in the USA and opposed the denominational
system. It did not participate in the united organization of Korean
denominational churches in Japan called as 7 H ANERSEEESL or 7F HAREH
B4 A S, Finally it regarded the Bible as the standard of Christian
faithand practice. In spite of its opposition to the denominational system it
did not exclude its cooperation and fellowship with other denominational

churches in Tokyo.
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