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camps. 't Save me, I pray, from the hand
of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he
will come and attack me, and also the
mothers with their children. > But you

have said, ‘I will surely make vyou
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possessions. 24So Jacob was left alone,
and a man wrestled with him till day-
break. 2>When the man saw that he
could not overpower him, he touched
the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip
was wrenched as he wrestled with the
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man. 2° Then the man said, “Let me go,
foritis daybreak.”
But Jacob replied, “I will not let you
go unless you bless me.”
27 The man asked him, “What is your
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27 The man asked him, “What is your
name?”
“Jacob,” he answered.
28 Then the man said, “Your name will
no longer be Jacob but Israel, because
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29Jacob said, “Please tell me your
name.”
But he replied, “Why do you ask my
name?” Then he blessed him there.
30So Jacob called the place Peniel,

saying, “It 1s because I saw God face to
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name?” Then he blessed him there.

39So Jacob called the place Peniel,
saying, “It is because I saw God face to
face, and yet my life was spared.”

31'The sun rose above him as he passed
Peniel, and he was limping because of
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as a man he struggled with God.
4 He struggled with the angel and
overcame him;
he wept and begged for his favor.
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22. The Jabbok (modern Zerqa) flows
westward through Gilead, in a deep
cleft of the mountains, to the Jordan.

23, 24a. Jacob’s motive in sending
his_family ahead was not to shield him-
=) —?QT_‘}K}O] = 7] =1 (Derek Kidner):=
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24b, 25. When God appears as a man
in the Old Testament he is usually called
the Angel of the Lord, a title inter-
changeable with ‘God’ or ‘the Lord’ (28,
30; cf. Hos. 12:3, 4). See Introduction, p.
36
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lithic. A study of ‘the Angel of the Lord’
passages (listed in the footnote) leaves
no room for doubt that the term
denotes God himself as seen 1n human
form; what should be added is that ‘An-
gel’, by its meaning ‘messenger’, implies

that God, made visible, is at the same
time God sent. In the Old Testament
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a. The Survey of Robert L. Gordon (1980 - §2)
Although Gordon’s survey also included the
environs of the site for about 5 km to the west
and south, his interest was focused on the rulul
as “‘the largest historic site in the survey area”
(Gordon 1983: 275). His report 1s very valu-
able because 1t describes the state of the western
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The terrain along the Jabbok
River and the narrative of the v
story make it likely that Jacob -
had already crossed the Jabbok ||{
near the King's Highway by the ||\
time he reached Mahanaim

/flfter meeting Esau, Jacob : / » which was probably on the south 3
journeys to Succoth and

b 4 then to Shechem. . 2 jz‘c‘ief of(he .T]abbok_ -
< | .

o 3 -~ b N T s .

iel? L Maﬁanawrﬂ A)

e e 3

— =i ) ' . [ e
t / : 4 As he crosses the ®;
E ZJ HL Ed '}' ' Jabbok River, Jacob \
[ _r-J ', . wrestles with a man N
TR (God), who blesses him. | -

r ﬂ“ ,’m zm ZIl Jacob names the place ’ \\“\
I _...l—l — Peniel. Soon after this, e
HH—+ Jacob looks up and sees 3
! A Esau coming. H
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